International Association of
AW SCHOOLS

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO

The International Association of Law Schools is a non-political, non-profit, learned society
dedicated to serving the needs of the worldwide legal education community. Our primary
mission is the improvement of legal education throughout the world. The idea for an interna-
tional association of law schools emerged from several meetings of legal educators from
around the world who recognized the growing interrelationship of norms from transnational
legal systems. The Association has embarked upon an ambitious and innovative agenda of
developing a global consensus on the fundamental principles, guidelines and outcomes of a
legal education. To that end we have convened meetings, fora, conferences and workshops
to ensure that all voices of our global community of law teachers be heard and respected.

MEETINGS

Regional Law Deans’ Fora: There are four Regional Law Deans’ Fora: African, Americas,
Asia-Pacific, and European. These regional fora adopt a workshop format and concentrate on
topics of interest to the leadership of the region’s law schools.

Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting is the associations’ largest event where everyone from
around the world comes together once a year to learn from each other followed with the op-
portunity to collaborate with colleagues from doctrinal study groups. It is open to all law
school members and non-members, faculty, students, judiciary and professionals.

Global Law Deans’ Forum: The Global Law Deans’ Forum occurs every other year, in which
law school leaders from around the world meet to exchange ideas in relation to the region
they teach. It serves to distill and focus regional-global perspectives on legal education.

PRINCIPLES

Our discussions and decisions are informed by the mission and experiences of all our mem-
bers. These discussions have resulted in the adoption of the following Foundational Princi-
ples:

Singapore Declaration on Global Standards and Outcomes of a Legal Education: A set
of principles that outline global standards and outcomes of a legal education. These princi-
ples establish a baseline and a common language for future efforts to improve legal educa-
tion.

Madrid Protocol on the Principles of Evaluation of a Legal Education: A set of principles
in the evaluation of legal education.

Judicial Standards for a Legal Education: A set of basic principles promulgated by our
Judicial Council in teaching law and the foundation of an effective, ethical, and responsible
legal education.

PROGRAMS

Evaluation, Assistance, and Certification Program: The criteria will be developed from the
opinions, concerns, suggestions, and decisions of the membership and EAC Committee. We
are committed to ensuring that all viewpoints and perspectives are represented, and that the
EAC process is sensitive to the multiple contexts of our members.

Doctrinal Study Groups: The Doctrinal Study Groups focus around the doctrinal interest
areas of our faculty members and their scholarship. Currently, these groups are investigating
modern pedagogic approaches in educating a new cohort of students to increase student
learning and participation; in addition, future work is aimed at enabling faculty to be recog-
nized for their scholarship through peer-reviewed publication outlets.

Visiting Professor and Scholar Program: The visiting faculty member will teach, pursue a
collaborative research project with the host institution faculty, participate in workshops and
conferences, and prepare a paper on the their scholarship. We have expanded the program
to include beginning law professors to help advance and support them in their research and
teaching skills.

EUROPEAN REGIONAL FORUM HOSTS

2012
Maastricht University, Faculty of Law, Netherlands
2013
Tallinn University of Technology, Department of Law
Estonia
2014
University College Dublin, Sutherland School of Law
Ireland
2015
University of Trento, Faculty of Law, Italy
2016
University of Gdansk, Faculty of Law, Poland
2017
University of Petra, Faculty of Law, Jordan
2018
Kozminski University, Law School, Poland

Universidad Nebrija, Department of Law, Spain

EUROPEAN REGIONAL GOVERNORS

Mohammed Al-Khulaifi, Dean

Qatar University, College of Law

Qatar

m.a.alkhulaifi@qu.edu.qa

As an International Academic Evaluator in the “EAC”
Program , | look forward to furthering the goals of the
IALS ... and deepening our engagement with this
great and prominent institution.

Stephen Hardy, Dean

Coventry University, Law School

United Kingdom

Since joining IALS in 2018, | have attended our meet-
ings in Qatar, Madrid and Gdansk and have actively
contributed as well as cooperated with colleagues.
These have proven to have been both enjoyable and
valuable experiences, for which | sincerely thank all of
my IALS colleagues.

Giuseppe Nesi, Dean Emeritus

University of Trento, School of Law

Italy

giuseppe.nesi@unitn.it

...IALS is the ideal forum for Law Schools from all
over the world to share experiences and practices in
teaching, learning and researching legal issues...

Valentina Smorgunova, Dean

Herzen State Pedagogical University

Faculty of Law

Russia

valentina_smorgunova@hotmail.com

[The IALS] is an institution of the Global Civil Society,
and it's members devote their professional time and
energy to develop legal education.




BOARD OF GOVERNORS

President/Chairman

Francis SL Wang, Dean Emeritus

Soochow University, Kenneth Wang Law School
China

General Secretary/Treasurer

Barbara Holden-Smith, Vice Dean Emeritus
Cornell University, Cornell Law School

United States

Mohammed Al-Khulaifi, Dean
Qatar University, College of Law
Qatar

Nurul Barizah, Dean
Universitas Airlangga, Faculty of Law
Indonesia

Simon Chesterman, Dean
National University of Singapore, Faculty of Law
Singapore

Stephen Hardy, Dean
Coventry University, Law School
United Kingdom

Gabriel Bocksang Hola, Dean
Pontifical Catholic University of Chile
Faculty of Law

Chile

Former Attorney General and Commissioner of
Justice Nasarawa State

Abdulkarim A. Kana, Dean Emeritus
Nasarawa State University, School of Law
Nigeria

Mary Kay Kane, Chancellor &
Dean Emeritus

University of California, Hastings
College of the Law

United States

Letlhokwa Mpedi, Executive Dean
University of Johannesburg, Faculty of Law
South Africa

Giuseppe Nesi, Dean Emeritus
University of Trento, School of Law
Italy

Valentina Smorgunova, Dean
Herzen State Pedagogical University
Faculty of Law

Russia

Justice; President of the East African Court of
Justice, Tanzania

Emmanuel Ugirashebuja, Dean Emeritus
University of Rwanda, Faculty of Law
Rwanda

The IALS is a unique, sharing community
of law school institutions whom it has been
a privilege to get to know and work with as
a member of the Judiciary.

- Justice Francesca Fiecconi
Supreme Court of Italy, Italy

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

e Being part of a network of law schools that cooperates in various types of fac-
ulty, student, and scholarly exchange.

e Invitation to attend our Annual Meeting, Global Law Deans’ Forum, Regional
Law School Leadership Fora and Legal Education Workshops.

e Financial assistance and travel accommodations available for participants
from emerging economies to attend our meetings and workshops, on a need-
basis.

e Reduced registration fees to attend our Annual Meeting.

e Access to Delegate Papers, Minutes, Reports from Previous Conferences and
Meetings on our website.

e Invitation to join a Doctrinal Study Group of faculty member’s choice.

e Access to IALS membership on Groupsite—our social network site.

e Free postings on our Job Board.

e  Opportunity for faculty to apply and participate in our new committees: Student
Law Institute Committee, Philanthropic Engagement Committee, and Princi-
ples and Guidelines Committee.

e  Opportunity for faculty to post drafts of, and completed, scholarly articles on
Groupsite and seek comments from colleagues throughout the world.

e Receive IALS Newsletters containing articles of interest, announcements of
programs at other member schools, and notices of possible exchange agree-
ments.

e  Opportunity to collaborate with other schools and faculty.

e Participation in the development of curriculum and other guidelines to adapt
legal education to the needs of diverse cultures and societies and be recog-
nized as a school that subscribes to such guidelines.

Visit our website at www.ialsnet.org to access our Membership Application. Our
website has more information on our Mission, Upcoming Meetings, Member
Events, Newsletters, and more.

If you have further questions please contact the IALS Secretariat via email at
ials@ialsnet.org or any of the board members from this region.

We are the voice of the global legal education community!




