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I. Why Write? 
 
Write because you are serious about your academic role. 
 

  To enjoy a vibrant, dynamic life of the mind; 
  To participate in the scholarly conversation; 
  To practice what you teach; 
  To sharpen your analytical ability; 
  To expand your own knowledge and the knowledge of others; 
  To help build the exciting young discipline of legal writing; 
  To enhance your teaching; 
  To satisfy the requirements of your present position;  
  To prepare for a future position; 
  To develop relationships with local faculty colleagues outside legal writing;  
  To build relationships with law teachers at other schools; 
  To create opportunities for speaking engagements and conference presentations; 
  To increase your salary through scholarship grants or a higher base salary; 
  To have the pleasure of doing a difficult thing well. 

 
II. Joining the National Legal Writing Community  
 
Key Organizations  

  The Legal Writing Institute (LWI)  
  The Association of Legal Writing Directors (ALWD)  
  The AALS Section on Legal Writing, Reasoning, and Research  

 
Newsletters

  The Second Draft (newsletter of the Legal Writing Institute) 
  AALS Section Newsletter  
  The Law Teacher (published by the Institute for Law Teaching at Gonzaga  
 

Peer-Edited Journals
  The Journal of the Legal Writing Institute (J. Leg. Writing) 
  The Journal of the Assn. of Legal Writing Directors (J. ALWD) 
  The Journal of Legal Education (J. Leg. Educ.) (published by AALS) 
  The Journal of Appellate Practice  
  Scribes  
  Perspectives (published as a service by West Publishing (shorter pieces) 
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Law Reviews With a Particular Interest in Legal Writing 
  Mercer  
  Stetson  

 
III. What You Can Write 
 
Getting Your Feet Wet (shorter pieces) 

  Newsletter article 
  Perspectives or Scribes article 
  Bar journal article 
  Book review 

 
Articles

  Law reviews 
  Peer-edited journals 

 
IV. Kinds of Topics 
 

  Traditional doctrinal analysis 
  Interdisciplinary article 
  Empirical article 

 
Legal Writing Topics 

  Topics related to the substance of legal writing 
  Topics exploring the underlying theory of the substance of legal writing 
  Topics about the teaching of legal writing 
  Topics on the institutional choices affecting the teaching of legal writing  

 
Non-Legal Writing Topics
 
V. Finding Topics 
 

  Topics you are curious about 
  Topics at the intersection of law and something else about which you have 

knowledge (e.g., your undergraduate major or masters degree area) 
  Topics related to your prior law practice 
  Topics related to one of the legal writing assignments you’ll give your students 
  Topics you encounter through reading other articles, attending or giving 

presentations, or teaching your own classes 
  Topics on which the federal circuits are divided (review U.S. Law Week) 
  Topics on which the U.S. Supreme Court has recently ruled 
  Browse a list of articles by legal writing professors at  

www.legalwritingscholarship.org  
  Start a file of possible topics with clippings and notes about sources and what 

interests you about that topic 
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VI. Finding Time to Write 
 
One approach:  disciplined weekly work throughout the year  
 - Treat writing as part of your job.  Schedule it on your daily calendar. 
 
A second approach:  mostly a summer activity 
 - Realistically, only about 8 available weeks 
 - Be ready to start writing when you turn in the grades 
 - Schedule each week and stick to the schedule 
 
VII. Finding Mentors 

  Senior colleagues at your school (casebook faculty and legal writing faculty) 
  Other new faculty at your school 
  Attending faculty colloquia and job talks by others 
  Anyone in this room 
  Anyone on the list of legal writing professors who have written 
  Your former law professors 
  Your colleagues and supervisors at your former positions 
  Officers and presenters from the relevant AALS section    
  Join or form a writing group 
  Attend the annual LWI Writer’s Workshop 
  Review materials prepared by Linda Berger and Michael Smith for their LWI 

2004 conference presentation, available at 
http://www.lwionline.org/publications/bibliographies2004.asp#4 (provides tips 
from many experienced scholars)    

 
VIII. What Makes an Article Good? 

  Widely researched with ample citations 
  Not merely descriptive 
  Identifies a question that matters  
  Presents and supports a thesis about that question 
  Well written 
 

IX. Miscellaneous Suggestions 
  Don’t be afraid to start small. 
  Narrow the topic to something you can do thoroughly and well. 
  Develop a scholarly agenda. 
  Find ways to recycle articles for different audiences and different purposes. 
  Ask at least 10 colleagues to read and comment on your draft (some legal writing 

colleagues and some casebook faculty).  
  Make the article as perfect as you can before you submit it for publication. 
  Decide whether to write on a “Legal Writing” topic. 
  Writing a book review as a starting point for writing your own article. 
  Avoid limiting yourself and your sources to the legal writing world. 

 43

http://www.lwionline.org/publications/bibliographies2004.asp#4


  Use student research assistants. 
 
X. Money 
 
Research grants from your own school ($8,000 to $12,000) 
 
Research grants from ALWD and LWI (roughly $2,000 to 5,000) 
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